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DUKEDOME OF SOMERSET. 


WEIS Letters Patents under the Great Seal of England, bearing date ,T ZE. 6. created 
we Duke of Somerſet, to hold to him and the Heirs males of his body, upon the body of - 
th y Anne his then wife begotten, and to be kn for ever; with ſeveral other re- 
mainders over in tayle. | | : 

The ſaid Duke afterwards, viz. in Afi: hachnas Term 5 E. 6. was endicted of Felony, for 
procuring and ſtirring up others to take and impriſon Fobn Earl of Warwick (one of the Kings 
Privy Council) which Indictment (though yoid both in matter and form) was pretended to 

245 -# OHffnaed or tihre-S. ' C8 > bi _— | ; adi. th; p.and roCure 0- 
thers to take away the life of any of the Kings Council; But this IMarcrmeneWwavor® 
ly for ſtirring up others to impriſon a Privy Councellor ( which was never reduced into 
Aa) and the ſame declared and branded in Printto be void by learned Judges, yet the ſaid 
Duke was found guilty of Felony, and put todeath for this fact, which was but a pretended 
Felony; and if true, yet no entayled Eſtate forfeitable thereby. 

The malice of his Enemies not ſatisfied with his bloud, afterwards by their power (in the 
infancy of the Dukes Heir, who continued and was owned for Duke of Somerſet for ſeveral 
moneths after his Fathersdeath)procured an Act of Parliament in the ſame year of 5.E.6.en- 
tiruled, An A touching the limitation of the late Duke of Somerſets Lands; wherein there 15 a 
Clauſe obliquely inſerted, to take away the ſaid Honour ſoentailed as aforeſaid, which by 
no Felony Chow notorious ſoeverthe ſame had been) could by Law have been forfeited. 


SAS D}VA1RD Earl of Hertford, (Great-grandfather of the ſaid Marqueſs ) was by 
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This being a Caſe unprefidented both in Law and Hiſtory, and ſo contrary to the rules of 
Law, Fuſlice and reaſon, to have an Attainder of felony Stand for an offence, which appa- 
rently neither then, nor at any time after was felony : And if a felony, yet to have a forfer- 
ture extended beyond the offence (if there were any) and to be ſo maliciouſly profecuted af- 
ter the death of the ſaid Duke, (who was mainly inſtrumental in bringing about the bleſſed 
Reformation of Religion :) It is humbly conceived to be moſt agreeable to Fuſtice, to reſtore 
the ſaid Marqueſs, who  Heire male of the bodies of the ſaid Duke and Lady Anne ht 
wife, to his ancient Honour ſo illegally taken away as aforeſaid. 


